THE ZAKAT TAXES                         2ig

According to the Malikites,1 in conformity with the prac-
tice of Medina, in cattle the obligation of zakat does not
arise upon the mere lapse of the year but only after the ar-
rival of the collectors, provided there are such who can
reach the cattle owners.

With respect to the requirement of the lapse of a year,
it must be borne in mind that nothing must supervene dur-
ing the year which in the technical language is called " dis-
solution " of -the nisab, or, what is the same, dissolution of
the year (inqitac al-hawl), as in that case there would have
to elapse a new year before zakat became due on the new
nisab. Thus according to al-Sarakhsi if one should
sell his nisab of sawa'im animals just one day before the
completion of the year, whether the price was sawa'im ani-
mals of the same genus (fins), or whether it was wealth
of another genus, such as gold and silver currency, the year
would be dissolved and another year would have to elapse
over the price before a zakat was due on it. According to
Zufar, the year is not dissolved if the price was sawa'im
animals of the same genus. Al-Shafi'i, on the other hand,
claims that the year is not dissolved in either case, because,
as he argues, the wealth of the owner has not been affected
by the transaction, just as this is the case in the exchange
of trade articles against one another. Zufar argues that
when the price is of the same genus as the animals sold, the
provisions concerning the original animals continue in force
as regards their price. Al-Sarakhsi, on the other hand, re-
marks that the sawa'im animals are subject to zakat} in and
of themselves ('ayri), and not on account of their value as
is the case with the articles of trade. Indeed, the nisab of
the sawa'im animals, as well as their productivity, is reck-
oned with respect to the physical identity (cayn) of the

1DardIr, p. 115; Kharashi, p. 66.